MGHG Museums and Biographies Conference Programme
Friday 11 September 2009

Sainsbury Wing Lecture Theatre, The National Gallery

10.00-10.45 Coffee and registration

10.45-10.55
Welcome and introduction

11.00-11.45 Keynote speaker: Nicholas Penny, National Gallery 

[Chair: Alan Crookham, National Gallery]

11.45-12.45
Session 1: Museums and the Self 
[Chair: Sophie Forgan, Teesside University]

Autobiographical Museums: Some Examples Leading to a Discussion of Criteria

Belinda Nemec, University of Melbourne 


Making an Exhibition of Oneself: Reconstruction and Reflexivity in the Art Museum

Helen Rees Leahy, University of Manchester


 
13.00-14.00
Lunch

14.00-15.30
Session 2: Donors and Legacies 
[Chair: Mark Westgarth, University of Leeds]

A Time for Giving, Donations to the ‘Cabinet des médailles et antiques’ in Paris from 1830 to 1930
Felicity Bodenstein, Bibliothèque nationale and University of Paris IV-Sorbonne

'A Most Perfect Museum': The Foundation of the Wallace Collection, 1871–1900

Barbara Lasic, Victoria and Albert Museum


Continuing Biographies: The Donor as Expert in Museum Practice
Claire Wintle, University of Sussex and Brighton Museum and Art Gallery


 
15.30-16.00
Tea/Coffee
16.00-17.15
Session 3:  Oral history 
[Chair: Jeffrey Abt, Wayne State University]

Musealising the Witness: The Staging of First-Person Testimonies in European Second World War Museums and Exhibitions

Steffi de Jong, Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Trondheim, Norway
 ‘Museum Lives’ and ‘Museum Stories’: Oral History in Museums

Anna Kiernan, Kingston University and Linda Sandino, Victoria and Albert Museum



Wine reception to follow

Saturday 12 September 2009

Sainsbury Wing Lecture Theatre, The National Gallery

10.00-10.45 
Coffee and registration

10.45-11.30 Keynote speaker: Arthur MacGregor, MGHG President
[Chair: Sam Alberti, University of Manchester]


11.30-12.30
Session 4: Women and Museums 

[Chair: Abigail Harrison-Moore, University of Leeds]

Women, Museums and the Problem of Biography

Anne Whitelaw, University of Alberta


'His Best Successor': Lady Eastlake and the National Gallery

Julie Sheldon, Liverpool John Moores University 

12.30-13.30 Lunch
13.30-14.00       MGHG Annual General Meeting

14.00-15.30 Session 5: Object Biographies
[Chair: Peter Davis, Newcastle University]

'A Giant Shinbone': The Biography of a Zoological Specimen

Taika Dahlbom, University of Turku, Finland 


'Mrs Milward's Life Work': Sculptural Biographies in an Anthropological Collection

Mark Elliott, University of Cambridge


From Biographies of Objects to Biographies of Collections

Francis Neary and Suzy Antoniw, University of Cambridge
15.30-16.00
Tea/Coffee
16.00-17.00
Session 6:  Individuals Shaping Collections 

[Chair: Thomas Schnalke, Berlin Museum for Medical History]

Charles Francis Greville: Shaping Private and Public Collections

Kim Sloan, British Museum 


Introducing Mr Moderna Museet: Pontus Hultén and Sweden's Museum of Modern Art

Stuart Burch, Nottingham Trent University
17.00-17.30
Concluding Remarks

  


